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French was accelerated by the internal condition
of England. Premature old age prevented Edward
III. from taking any very active share in the govern-
ment, and the possession of power was disputed
between two parties, headed by William of Wykeham
and the Duke of Lancaster respectively. The former
lost his authority as a result of the ill-success of
the English arms in France (1371)' and John of
Gaunt assumed the practical government of the
country, until the return of the Black Prince gave
his opponents a new leader. The Good Parliament
(1376) assembled under the auspices of the victor
of Poitiers, the Lancastrian ministers were impeached
and punished, and, though the Black Prince died
before its work was completed, the same House of
Commons was able to strike another blow at John of
Gaunt's position by securing the formal recognition
of the young Richard as heir to the throne.
The Parliament, however, was unable to secure its
work; a packed House of Commons restored Lancaster
to power (1377), and the condemnation of his
adherents was annulled or ignored. John of Gaunt
was in a position of unrivalled superiority, when his
rash and arrogant conduct in the matter of Wycliff,
and his unwise attack upon the liberties of London,
roused fresh indignation against him. From the
ensuing riot he barely escaped with his life, and in
the last months of his father's reign he was compelled
to adopt a conciliatory attitude.

Richard II. succeeded his grandfather without
opposition, but as he was only eight years old a
regency was necessary. It was very soon found